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Analysis of powerlessness and cultural marginalization in the film Pariah
Powerlessness and marginalization are two faces of oppression that are predominantly evident in the film Pariah. These two themes are epitomized by Alike a seventeen-year old lesbian who is struggling to find her sexual identity (David, 2016), (Kohan, 2018).  Alikes’ powerlessness over her sexual identity crisis is evident from the start in the lesbian club. She struggles to fit in by changing outfits and wearing more masculine than girly clothes as dictated by her mother. Her powerlessness towards her sexual identity in family and friend pushes her to borrowing these clothes. 
Alikes’ little sister Sharonda threatens to tell their parents about her lesbianism. Carl who is Alikes father knows that her daughter is lesbian but refuses to accept that fact. He is blinded by his love for Alike. Although her mother tries to reach out to Alike, she refuses to communicate in fear of what might happen if she opens up (David, 2016). Alike eventual loneliness, family perception, denial and refusal to accept her lesbianism and acknowledge her lesbian friend Laura is reflection of how she is rendered powerless in finding her identity in the family, friend and lesbian world (Kohan, 2018).
Audry is a staunch Christian and disapproves everything that that has to do with Laura because she is a lesbian.  She is hates lesbianism to the extent that she has never uttered it.  She hates Laura and blames her for Alikes’ daughter’s behavior. The community that Alike lives is homophobic and thus presents a lot of constraints to lesbians like alike (Groen, 2018). This is a clear depiction of marginalization of the lesbians by family and the community at large. 
Carls’ friend at the corner store refers to Laura her daughters’ friend as a “bulldagger” and Carl does nothing about it.  This scene shows that Carl has accepted to conform to the community’s prevailing homophobia (Kohan, 2018). Audry finally attacks her daughter Alike because of her homosexuality (Groen, 2018). These acts all characterize the theme of marginalization. Lesbians have disadvantaged since they have no space in this community and despite having talents like writing, they end up in loneliness and lack acceptance from family and the community at large (David, 2016).
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